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Sketch of the Charaéter of the late Earl of Chatham. 
[From Dr. Mavor’s Britith Nepos. ] 


AGACITY, promptitude, and energy, were the predominant 

traits of Lord Chatham’s character. His ruling paflion 
was an ambitious love of glory, but it was of an honourable and 
virtuous kind; he praétifed no meannefs to obtain it, and his 
private life was unfullied by any vice. He was confcious of 
his virtucs and talents, and therefore appeared impatient of con« 
tradi€tion in public affairs; but in fociety he could unbend to 
all companies, and poffefled fuch a fund of intelligence and 
verfatility of wit, that he could adapt himfelf to all circum. 
ftances and occafions. 

In the higher parts of oratory he had no competitor, and ftood 
alone the rival of antiquity. His eloquence was of every 
kind; and he excelled in the argumentative as well as the de- 
clamatory {pecies. But his inveétives were terrible, and uttered 
with fuch energy of diétion, and fuch dignity of a€tion and 
countenance, that he intimidated thofe who were the moft will- 
ing and beft able to encounter him. Their arms fell from their 
hands, and they fhrunk under the afcendant which his genius 
had gained over their’s. The fluent Murray has faultered, and 
Fox, Lord Holland, fhrunk back appalled, from an adverfary 
* fraught with fire unquenchable,” if the expreffion may be 
permitted. 

““ He could adapt himfelf to every topic, but dignity was 
the charaéter of his oratory, and his perfonal greatnefs gave 
weight to the ftile he aflumed. His affertions rofe into proof, 
his forefight became prophecy. No clue was neceffary to the 
labyrinth illumined by his genius. Truth came forth at his 
Vol. 4°. 8) bidding; 
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bidding, and realized the with of the philofopher; fhe was {cen 
and beloved.” 

Such are the panegyrics paid to this great man’s intelle€ual 
and expreflive powers by fome who were witneiles of their 
effeéts, and judges of their merits. 

On a charaéter fo highly refpe€ted, and endeared to Englifh. 
men, it would be grateful to enlarge ; but we can add nothing 
new to what has been advanced in his commendation by the 
ableft writers; and filent admiration on fuch a favourite fubje& 
is, perhaps, the moft eloquent and efficient praife! 





= 


State of the Interior of the Cape of Good Hope. 


HE following is an abftra& of the account which has been 
tranfmitted by the gentlemen who were fent by Govern. 
ment on a voyage of difcovery into the interior of Africa. 

After travelling about 300 hours from the Cape, or, as we 
fuppofe, about 800 Englifh miles in the direétion of N. E. or 
thereabouts, which would bring them within two degrees of the 
tropic, they came to the capital of the Boetzuanas, containing 
about 15°00 houfes, and 7000 inhabitants. The mame of this 
city is Likitow. So vaft an affemblage of dwellings, exceeding 
the number of thofe in Cape Town, with a population equal, if 
not, fuperior, excluding the flaves, makes it more than probable, 
that the inhabitants have not only attained a very confiderable 
pitch of civilization, but it implies alfo a more than ordinary 
degree of indufiry in the cultivation of the arts, and the pur- 
fuits of agriculture. 

Surrounded by a barren country, and bordering to the north- 
ward, on other tribes of people, remaining in a fixed and feden- 
tary life, and derjving little or no fupport from commerce, we 
are entirely at a lols to conceive in what manner they contrive 
to fubfift fo great a multitude. The details of their political and 
domeflic economy maft furnifh new and highly interefting 
matter to add to the hiftory of favage nations. It would be 
equally unaccountable, that in the courfe of 160 years, no cor- 
rect intormation of the Boetzuanas fhould have been obtained, 
if it did not occur to us, that no [ingle difcovery has been 
effeéted nor any account of the foutkern angle of Africa been 
made public, except by occafional and foreign vifitors. It may 
be further added, that the country within the limits of the 
colony has been better known, and more travelled by Europeans 


or fettlers, within the laft five years, than in the whole period 
of its colonization pitor to the time we mention, At the Cap- 
ture of the colony, no part of the very extenfive diftritt o 
Graafl Rev net appeared in any of their charts, except Zwart 
Kop’s Bay ; nor were there then three men in the whole Cape 
who could point out with any degree of accuracy where it wes 
fituated. 
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fituated. This dreaded journey of a long. month is now be- 
come familiar, and accomplifhed by a Britith officer, witha 
couple of horfes, in fix days. 

With regard to the Boetzuans, their name, their numbers, 
their fituation, and refources, were all falfified in the accounts 
given by thofe who pretended to a knowledge of this nation.’ 

The literary world will derive no [mall degree of gratification 
from the labours of the prefent expedition. Befides a variety, 
or perhaps a new fpecies of rhinoceros, no Jefs than four ani- 

mals of the antelope and bovine genus, hitherto undefcribed, 
have been difcovered, among which one is ftated to be allied to 

that very finguiar animal the groo, and another in fome degree 
to the hartebreefi ; and the fine arts will be enriched by the 
pencil of the very able artilt who accompanies the expedition. 

Notwithftanding the great diftance that the Boetzuanas are 
removed from the Cape, they complained grievouily of certain 
perfons on the frontiers of the colony committing depredations 
on their cattle, and ill-treating their people. They particularly 
mention a man of the name of Jan Blom, who, with his gang, 
had of late years very much infeited them; and they concluded 
naturally enough, that all the colonifts were like Jan Blom; 
and of courfe they were a firft guarded and diftruftful of the 
prefent commiffion; which, however, by arefidence nearly of a 
month, fufficiently conv a wt them that all Chriftians were not 
of the fame defcription as Jan Blom and his gang. 

Humanity thudders in contemplating the deplorable fituation 
to which the bulk of the native inhabitants and rightful owners 
of this country have been reduced, by the arts and machina. 
tions of fuch lawlefs mifcreants as thefe. To fuch are owing 
the numerous hordes of Bosjefmen, who, driven by imperious 
want to affail the habitations or the flocks of the colonitfts, are 
hanted down by the latter with more cagernefs, and deftroyed 
with lefs remorfe (for their deflruétion is the caufe of triumph), 
than the vileft or moft obnoxious beaft of prey. 

The natural difpofition of the different tribes of Hottentots, 
is mild, peaceable, and cheerful; and, by gentle ufage, might be 
moulded into any fhape. The habits of life in whichthey have 
been brought up naturally incline them toa fondnefs of liberty, 
and render them impatient of confinement and reftraint; but they 
are perhaps, of all the people in the world who have been accuf- 
tomed to a roving life, the eaficft broken into conilant labour, and 
reconciled to a fixed abode. Asa proof of this, we need only 
refer tothe exertions of the miffionaries, whofe endeavours i inthis 

country have been crowned with better fuccefs than perhaps in 
any other. Degraded as this people have flood in the page ot 
hiftory, and reprefented as they have generally been at the foot 
of the fcale of rational animals, we are doubtful whether any 
nation or tribe of men, falling under the ufual denomination of 
Q 2 favage, 
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favage, are poffeffed of more natural endowments, or more apt 
to acquire thofe of art than the Hottentots. We could enume- 
rate various inflances in fupport of thts opinion, were it necef- 
fary ; but they are now fo well and fo generally known, that 
fuch details are unneceflary. 





Obfervations on the State in which Europe is placed by the 
Definitive Treaty of Peace. 


By Mr. BetsHam. 


N regard to the aétual ftate of Europe, at the prefent time, 

it is by no means, upon the whole, fo unfavourable to the 
intereft and fafety of thefe kingdoms as might have been pre. 
vioufly expeéted. Notwithftanding the vaft territorial acqui- 
fitions of France, the other principal powers of Europe have 
experienced no diminution of their former greatnefs. Ruffia 
retains all her coloffal force and gigantic preponderancy in the 
north. Pruffia, in fure and certain expectation of being fully 
indemnified for her loffes, under a wife and watchful govern- 
ment, gradually cements and ftrengthens the foundations of her 
yet recent empire. And what the politicians of the laft age 
ftiled “* The miracle of the houfe of Auftria,’’ has been re. 
newed. After anine years war, in which, notwithftanding her 
heroic exertions, fhe has been almolt uniformly unfuccefsful, 
the emperor finds himfelf, at the conclufion of a general peace, 
more powerful than ever. For the lofs of the Netherilands—a 
detached and diftant territory, very open at all times to the 
invafion of France, and exceedingly dificult to defend—is infi- 
nitely more than compenfated by the acquifition of the greater 
part of the Venetian ¢erra firma, and the whole of the Vene- 
tian Dalmatia, by which he 1s become abfolute mafter of the 
Adriatic. Befides which, be will probably receive, as a further 
indemnification, that large portion of Bavaria lying fouth-eaft- 
ward of the Inn; all of which will be eafily and at once amal- 
gamated with the general mafs of the Auftrian dominions. 

As to Great Britain, feparately confidered, although fhe has 
loft the advantage which fhe formerly enjoyed from the alliance 
of Holland, it muft be confeffed that the power of this republic 
has been fo much reduced in the courfe of the laft century, that 
the affiftance to be derived from it was, perhaps, more than 
counterbalanced by the neceffity of defending it. On the other 
hand, the riches, the power, and the population of Great Bri- 
tain, have, during the fame period fo much increafed, that fhe 
alone is of far greater weight in the political {cale than the ma- 
ritime powers were formerly in conjunction: and the naval 
preponderancy 
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preponderancy of thefe iflands has kept pace (an important 
faét) with the military preponderancy of France. 

Whence then the idle terrors which haunt the minds of our 
prefent alarmifts? Vigilance, and even jealoufy—that 1s to fay 
a wife and enlightened, not an envious and anxious jealoufy— 
are indeed now, as at all other times, proper and neceffary ; and 
this is the jealoufy which appears to be exercifed by our prefent 
minifters. 

To fum up the whole: if we detach ourfelves, as far as cir- 
cumftances will admit, from the quarrels of the continent, and 
content ourfelves with fighting our own battles upon our own 
element—though peace will at all times be highly defirable— 
fhould occafions arife to render war really jult and neceffary, 
there will be no reafon to regard it as peculiarly dangerous or 
terrible. 





Memois of Touffaint, the Black General at St. Domingo. 
(Concluded from Page 74.) 


HE prefident of the royal audience at St. Domingo (Don 

Joachim Garcia) had placed Touffaint under the orders of 
the Marquis d’Hermena, one of the braveft and ableft officers 
of the Spanifh army. On the 25th of June, 1794, Touflaint, 
after hearing mafs and taking the facrament with uncommon 
marks of devotion, quitted the church, mounted his horfe, and 
furrounding by his own troops the Spaniards under his com- 
mand, coolly ordered them all to be maffacred! Old and young, 
men, women, and children, were indifcriminately put to the 
{word—many having previoufly undergone the extremes of 
brutality from the army of the negro chief!! The churches 
were pillaged, and the property of individuals, as well as of the 
Spanifh government, carried away. 

Three hours before this maffacre, Touffaint Louverture had 
renewed his oath of fidelity to the King of Spain before Don 
Garcia and the Marquis d’Hermena! Ii was no fooner come 
mitted than he marched with his troops to Port de Paix, where 
he took the oath of fidelity to the French republic in the pre-e 
fence of General Etienne Laveaux,’ who at that time come. 
manded in Saint Domingo. 

Touffaint Louverture was now made general of diyvifion, and 
lieutenant governor of Saint Domingo; and thus elevated, faw 
himfelf in a condition fuccelsfully to prepare the way for his 
own ufurpation. 

After various aéts of atrocity, and many fingular artifices 
played off alternately in the tnterefts of France and Spain by this 
fingular charafler, in order to accompliih the grand object of 
his 











106 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


his ambition, his real intentions were fo far from being fufpeéted, 
that he was every where applauded: he was hailed the faviour 
of the colony, and the direétory expreffed its fatisfa€tion and 
gratitude, aiding the delufion by a prefent of a habit richly em. 
broidered, a moft elegant fabre, and feveral pair of piftols of 
the manufadtory at Verfailles ! 

While Touflaint gained a decifive triumph in France, he 
compelled by his intr:gues and violence the Commiffioner Ray- 
mond to put into his hands the entire and abfolute adminiilration 
of the colony. Being thus rendered abfolute mafler of the 
ifland, and without a rival, he never cealed to exercife atvranny 
a!moft as tntolerable in its means as in its obje&t. At the con- 
clufion of the late troubles, which agitated the northern part of 
the rfland, (in which near 600 white people were flain, together 
with all the black domeflics of the chates on which they res 
fided,) the negro chief caufed his own nephew, General Moy fe, 
to be thoi—ihe fame who had been the fecret agent of his dark 
intrigues, 

There wanted but one formal a& to add to the fplendour of the 
fuccefsful ambition of this perfidious African—this was fo- 
Jemnly to diffolve the ties which united the colony tothe mother 
country, to proclaim his independence by public afs, and con- 
fiiiute himfelf the fupreme head of the ifland. This laft enter- 
prife, fo long meditated, and fo fleadily prepared, in the midf 
of fo many treafons, charafert{fed with the blood of fo many 
victims, was executed on the 13th Meffidor (1 July), oth year 
of the republic. 

Te grand obje& of the black general being accomplifhed, 
having the whole colony under his immediate influence, the ef- 
forts of the French government became more immediately di- 
refted in oppofition to the power of this ufurper; and accord- 
ingly we find, even while the negociations for peace were going 
on, a powerful fquadron, under the command of General Le- 
clerc, difpatched to the ifland of St. Domingo. A narrative of 
this affair being already laid before the public, it would be fuper- 
fluous to enter into the detail ; we thall therefore conclude this 
article with a fhort fketch of his perfon and chara¢ter. 

This celebrated negro is of the middle flature; he has a fine 
eve, and his glances are rapid and penetrating. Extremely 
fober by habit, his aétivity in the profecution of his enterprizes 1s 
inceffant. He is an excellent horfeman, and travels on occafion 
with inconceivable rapidity, arriving frequently at the end of 
his journey alone, or almoft unattended, his aids-de-camp and 
bis domeftics being unable to follow him in journies which are 
often of fifty or fixty leagues. He fleeps generally in his clothes, 
and sives very little time either to repofe or to his meals. 


6 His 
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His drefs is ufually a general’s uniform. He always has a 
handkerchief twilied round his head, over which he wears a 
military hat. 

His difpofition is dark and taciturn. He feldom fpeaks the 
French language, and that very ill. All his a€tions are covered 
with fuch a profound veil of hypocrify, that, although his life 
ae been a feries of treachery or crimes, all who approach him 

e betrayed into an opinion of the purity of his intentions. 
1 he Marquis d’'Hermena, that intelligent and diltinguifhed Spa. 
nifh officer of whom I have already fpoken, faid of him—** If 
God defcended on earth, he could not inhabit a heart more 
apparently good than that of Touffaint Louverture.’ 

His charaéter is a ftrauge and frightful mixture of fanaticifm 
and fierce paflions. He palles without remorfe from the altar to 
premeditated carnage, and trom devotion to the darkeft contri. 
vances of perfiay. ye ast always furrounded bv priefts, 
for whom he affe&ts uncommon veneration. Priefts generally 
draw up his iatideadiiias. He lately had three confeffors—an 
Italian ecclefiaftic named Martimi, the curate of Cape Francais, 
and the Abbe Moliere, refident in that city. 

But all this exterior of devotion is no other than a mafk, 
with which he finds it ufeful to cover the depraved paffions of 
his heart, more fuccefsfully to direét the blind credulity of the 
negroes. If he were till further to extend his hypocrify and 
his influence overthem (of which he ts capable, if he fees need), 
it cannot be doubted that with the extravagant ideas the blacks 
have formed of him, feconded by the priefts, who are devoted to 
his fervice, he might affume the charaéter of an infpired per 
fonage, and be obeyed, in his commands to his followers, to come 
mit all crimes in the name of Heaven. é 

Touflaint Louverture is not fincerely attached to the libera- 
ration of the negroes, but detefls the dominion of Europeans. 
He loathes with a mortal hatred the mulattoes, whofe race in 
the colony he has aimoft rooted out. He defpifes his own bre. 
thren, the negroes, whom he employs merely as inftruments of 





his ambition, and whofe death he coldiy commands by thoufands, 
when his power is in the leaft menaced. 

He abuted the confidence of his firft benefaftors ; he betrayed 
his own fattion, the Spanith, Englilh, mulatives, white people, 
France under royal government, republican France, bis own 
blood, his country, and the religion he protelfes to refpeét. 

Such is the portrait of Toulfaint Louverture, whofe life, 
when there {hall be opportunity of writing it with more ample 
circumflances, will furnilh a flriking example of the crimes to 
which atnbition will lead, when education, integrity and hoaeur 
do not check its natura! progrefs. This man has at length 
tapiiulated, upon condition that ie fhou!d be fuffered to feek re- 
pofe during the remainder of hus life. 





Flier ’ 
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Letiers written during an Excurfion through France to Geneva. 
(Continued from Page 93.) 


Chatillon, Saturday, Dec, 12, 1801, 


T is now drawing very near to midnight; we fat down to our 
dinner at about ten o’clock, glad enough to get out of the 
chaife. Since we left the pavé the roads have been execrably 
bad, really dangerous: we have gone many a mile this day at 
only a foot pace, the carriage pitching and heaving precifely as 
if fhe had been at fea; with all our ballaft, we could not always 
keep her from going gunnel-to—however we are brought fafe to 
anchor for the prefent. 

Laft night I left you at Troyes, which we entered by moon- 
light: the mafly gateways, and the deep-yawning foffé, pro- 
duced, as we paffed over the drawbridge, a very ftriking effe&. 
Troyes, I fhould imagine, is a very large and populous city. 
Being detained there this morning two or three hours by our car- 
riage, which, as ufual, wanted fome little reparation after the fa. 
tigue of the day, R and myfelf walked about the town. 
It was market-day,.and we both agreed that we had never feen a 
market more extenfive or more plentifully fupplied : it abounded, 
literally abounded, with pigs, turkeys, geefe, chickens, par- 
tridges, {nipes, woodcocks, ducks, larks, and vegetables of every 
defcription. All the domeftic animals are brought to market 
alive, and the confufion of noifes is enough to diftra&t one. 
The price of pork is five fols (24d. Englifh) per pound: but 
the animals are generally in fuch a poor condition that they 
wonld not have been faleable in England for the purpofe of im- 
mediate flaughter. Mutton we often tafle that is extremely de- 
licate and fine, nor is there any reafon to find fault with the beef, 
which ts fattened with oi! cake : feeing a large quantity of this in 
the market, and not knowing what it was, we enquired of a fales- 
woman, who told us that it was ~ pour donner aux beftiaux. 

All travellers through France, prior to the revolution, have 
noticed the extreme fcarcity of game: the laws were then rigo- 
Thefe laws have for 





rous to excefs for the prefervation of it. 
fome years been abolifhed, and game abounds: the fuccefs of 
} ’ = 

an experiment, made on fo large a fcale, might furely prompt 
the Britifh legiflature to withdraw the deftruétive proteétion (if 
, Il al » the foleci{m) which it vet holds in England 
you will allow me the foleci{m) which it yet holds in Englan 
over the birds of the air. 

A 2 vee 

As there is no {quare at Troyes large enough of itfelf to con- 
tain the market, it 1s extended through feveral contiguous ftreets, 
where the women, facing each other, fland wah their refpective 
goods, making a lane for purchafes and paffengers: they were 
drefled very neatly, and the fcene was altogether lively and 

9 amufing. 
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amufing. Two quack -doftors (we have feen feveral of thefe 
wy f ins in France) were vending their villainous drugs in one 
of thefe crowded ftreets ; in another was a delinquent, his arms 
pera expofed to public fhame, on an elevated {caffold ; this 
inftrument of punifhment ts fomething like our pillory ; that is 
to fay, it contents itfelf with difgracing the offender, without in- 
fligting on him any corporal pain. On this fcaffold was placed 
a chair, and on the chair was feated the down-caft culprit, with 
a paper, flating, in large letters, his name and offence, which was, 
that he had ftclen money from one of his comrades. I wifhed 
from my heart, that I could have placed on each fide of the poor 
fellow one of thofe deteftable petts of fociety, thofe infamous 
empirics, whom we had jufl heard haranguing the deluded popu- 
Jace, and that I could there have made them {wallow a copious 
dofe of their own unantidoted poifon. 

To-day we have palfled through very extenfive vineyards: I 
am furprifed to fee Bh plants flourifh on a foil, which, tothe fu- 
perficial glance, prefents the very pidture of poverty: I fhould 
juft as foon have expeéled the turnpike-road, or ahungry gravel 
pit, to have yielded me a crop, as the floney furface of thefe 
hills. 

The river Seine has accompanied us all the way from Paris ; 
and its waters are fo high, that the corn-lands, and vineyards are 
overflowed for many acres together. Our road to-day has fre. 
quenily been raifed five and twenty and thirty feet above the na- 
tural level of the land: here is no fence of any fort, and the 

poftilions, to avoid the beaten road, drive fearfully near the 

ae But thefe fellows are the belt whips I ever fat behind in 
my life: one is quite altonithed at the dexterity with which 
they wind among the frequent holes and ftones which lie in their 
way. We have always found them particularly careful of the 
carriage, and civil to ourfelves: the French poft-boys, indeed; 
are under the immediate infpeétion of government: they wear a 
livery and badge of their office, and a complaint lodged at Paris 
would foon find its way to any one in the remoteft department. 
They are, moreover, not only deterred from behaving ill by the 
fear of, punifhment, but they are encouraged to behave well by 
a pofitive reward: every one who has driven during the term of 
twenty years, without having had any well-founded complaint 
lodged againfl him, is entitled to a penfion of not lefs than 150 
nor more than 2092 francs. scr geet by this double motive, the 
pott-boys here are far more civil, and lefs diffatisfied, than they 
are in england. 

Dijon, Dec, 13.—We fcem to have tak en leave of the “ vines 
covered hills ond ; gay regions of France,’ having travelled this 
day a much more rocky, mountainous, and uncultivated region, 
than any we had hitherto paffed:; with fix horfes, we have not 
been able to average four miles anda half an hour! That it 

Vol. 49. R fhould 
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fhould not be the fafhion here to travel for mere pleafure is not 
to be wondered at: to whatever perfeétion the arts and {ci- 
ences may be carried in this country, the French are very 
far behind us in the common conveniences and delicacies 
of life. A man has very little chance of getting a com- 
fortable dinner here, unlefs he brings his knife in his 
pocket: even at Paris, you are not fuppofed to want more than 
one at a meal, although you cannot dine witnout dirtying halft-a. 
dozen plates. A knife is never fharpened from the day it comes 
from the cutler’s to the day of its deftruétion—to wipe it is 
thought abundantly fufficient: we have frequently been obliged 
to call for knives after the dianer was brought up. At Chatillon 
we alked the two girls who were waiting, to bring us fome— 
“Ah Monfieur! quatre couteaux—Oui, oui’’—and each of 
them immediately pulled out of her pocket two dirty well. 
heated clafp-knives, and, wiping them with their aprons, with 
the utmoft good humour offered us the accommodation, which 
we very gracioully accepted. 

The French are, in many refpeéts, a very nafty people: their 
cabinets d’aifance, as they are called by a moft violent mifno. 
mer, are of all peftilent places the moft horrible and offenfive : 
a traveller, however, may reft perfeétly affured, that at the end 
of his day’s journey he will find plenty of clean linen, compre- 
hending theets, table cloths, napkins, and towels; good bread, 
good coffee, good milk, good wine, and good cookery ; together 
with fprightly, good-humoured countenances among the girls 
who wait upon him. 

Our journcy this day would have been delightful in fummer- 
time: the road frequently twined between two friendly moun. 
tains, and led the eye along a lovely vale watered by the infant 
Seine, which, like the god of labours, gives evidence of his 
future ftrength even in the cradle. We have travelled along 
the banks of the Seine all the way from Paris, and the ftream is 
impetuous wherever we fee it: yelterday it evidently diminifhed 
in breadth; this morning more fo, and more and more fo as 
we proceeded, and we were curious to trace its fources, and de- 
tc& its head, which we certainly did between Chanceaux and 
St. Seine: within the {pace of {fix or eight miles, five hundred 
little rills from the mountains rippled down their fides, and col-« 
ledicd into a ftream, which, riotous as it was, appeared fo nar- 
row, that one might almoft have fprung over it—this was the 
Since our arrival here, we have learned that it is impofhible 
to proceed to Geneva, that much fnow has fallen, from the melt- 
ing of which the lake has overflowed its banks, and rendered ac- 
cels to it extremely dangerous: thefe forts of tales are invented 
in order to delay us: we certainly shall not flop ull we are forced 
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Dole, Dec. 14——I really begin to fufpe& there may be fome 
truth in our landlord’s report: we have hitherto had delightful 
weather—clear and ferene—till this morning, when, to our aftoe 
nifhment and vexation, the ground was covered with fnow! If 
the winter fets in, the roads muft furely be impaffable, as they 
are every thing butthat already. Dijon is the beft town, except 
Paris, that we have yet feen: it contains feveral very handfome 
churches, feveral very handfome public edifices, and private 
houfes: the fireets are wider, more airy, and more clean, than 
thofe of any town we have yet entered. But as we have no 
time for church-hunting, we fet off as foon as the diurnal repa- 
ration of our carriage was completed. At Auxone, we croffed 
the river Saone, of which we were informed by the fight of fe- 
veral hundred acres of land on ovr right hand and on our left, 
which were deluged by his overflowing waves: a noble road, 
fringed with trees, has been thrown up, at an immenfe expence, 
and we feemed, like the hoft of the Ifraelites, to be travelling 
on dry land fecurely through the divided waters. 

Poligny, Dec. 15.—This little village is at the foot of Mont 
Jura, which we expeéted to have croffed this day : but, on our 
arrival here, an hour ago, we learned that the {now was drifted 
on the other fide of the mountain, and blocked up the road. 
The diligence has made three attempts to reach Geneva, and 
been “ thrice fent bootlefs home and weather-beaten back ;’’ it 
is now ftanding in the poft-houfe yard, encrufted with ice, where 
it has been delayed thefe three weeks. ‘Lhe day before yefter- 
day, a French family traverfed part of the mountain, returned 
in difappointment, and this morning fet off by the circuitous 
route of Bourge, which we muft purfue at the expence of two 
extra days. ‘Travelling improves upon us: we were this day 
four long hours in coming eleven fhort miles, and of courfe had 
abundant Jeifure tor enjoying the beanties of the country. 
Oxen are here very commonly ufed for draught: yeflerday they 
made their firfl appearance to us: they are yoked by the horns, 
and I can hardly conceive a more uneafy mode of management 
for the poor anima}s, who cannot walk with their natural gait, or 
hold their heads in their natural pofition. Indian corn is grown 
here on a confiderable fcale, and the eaves of the houfes in fe. 
veral of the villages through which we have pafled, projeft ten 
or twelve feet from the plane of the walls. You will fmile at 
my coupling two fuch remarks as thefe, but they are not fo un- 
conneéted as you may imagine: when the corn is cut, it is tied 
up in bunches, and fufpended from light rafters, horizontally 
placed under the fhelter of thefe eaves, where it remains in a 
ftate of progreflive deflication—it is a hard word, but I hope 
you will excufe it—till it 1s required for ufe. From this cir- 
cumftance of publicly expofing their corn, one angurs favour- 
ably of the honefty of the people: If thus expofed in England 
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I doubt there ts too much reafon to fear that half of it would 
be flolen the firft night. 

The fir view of Mont Jura, on the road from Mont fous 
Voudrais to Poligny, is very flriking : from eafy, though very 
lofty eminences, the eye is al! at once led along a vatt femi-cir- 
cular chain of hills, a mighty amphitheatre of mountains, whofe 
declivity is naked and abrupt. Thefe mountains were covered 
with fnow, the fky was partially clouded, the air feverely frotty, 
and the fun, where its rays were not obvioufly intercepted, fhone 
brilliantly, and prefented to usa very ftrong oppofition of light 
and fhade on various portions of the fcene before us. The vil- 
lage of Poligny is nafty, poor, and without any appearance of 
comtort, but its fite is eligible and pretty : immediately under 
the lofty perpendicular precipices of Jura, it is {creened by 
them both from the north and eaft winds, and on its front coms 
mands a very extenfive valley to the fouth and well. 

(To be continued, ) 


INTERESTING TRIALS. 





COURT of KING’s BENCH, uly 10, 
Before Lorp ELLENBOROUGH. 
SEAGRAVE v. THUNGATE. 


“THIS was an ation againft the defendant, a publican in 

Whitechapel, for negligently leaving his cellar flap-door 
open, by which the plaintiff fell into the cellar, and ditlocated 
his fhoulder. The faéts of the cafe were fimply as follow: the 
brewers had been putting fome butts of beer into the cellar, 
juft after dark, and when they had done, as they faid, one had 
gone within the doors, and the other was coiling up his rope. 
The plaintiff, an old man, near feventy, palling by at the time, 
fell into the cellar, and diflocated bis thoulder. ‘The landlord of 
he houfe did not behave very humanely when he heard of the 


ecident, but toldthe plaintif’ he fhould not havea furgeon there, 
ute 


night go out and get one. Several medical men were called 


I 
t 


cor” & 


who affifled at the London Hofpital in reducing the difjointed 
liinb, and they agreed in ftating the accident to be a very bad 
one, and very fevere in its nature. It was alfo proved that the 
plaintiff could not work at his bufinels (a watchmaker) for near 
three months. 

Mr. Serjeant Shephard admitted that the poor man had meta 
moft unfortunate accident, but faid the only quettion for the jury 
to try was, whether it happened through any default of the pub- 
lican’s. He infifted that ail due precaution was taken, and that 
a light was placed near, fo as to warn all perfons palling chat 
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way, and that if the plaintiff had ufed common caution he could 
not have met his accident. Several witneffes were called to 
prove thefe fa¢ts; but the learned judge faid that it did not feema 
to him due caution had been ufed; they ought to have placed 
fome one near the hole to have prevented the poffibility of any 
one falling in.—Verdidl for plaintiff—damages 20], 


COURT of KING’s BENCH, JuLy 21, 
Sittings before Lord Ellenborough, at Guildhall, London, 
Brake v. the Governor and Company of the Banx of Encuanp. 


THIS was an aétion on a promiffory note for 1000], The 
cafe is of confiderable importance: the trial lated upwards of 
eight hours. 

Mr. Parke, after flating by way of apol logy ey he appeared 
for the plaintiff, on account of the indifpofition of a learned 
friend, went on to obferve that the jury would no Seah be aflo- 
nifhed to find the Bank of Eng land one of the parties on this 
record. But the truth was, that the bank was only nomivally 
the defendant, and, as appeared from the folicitor employed, 
took no fhare whatever in the difpute. Mr. Blake, the holder 
of the note, was a working filverfmith in Cattle-fireet, Leice fler- 
fields, a man of pretty extenfive dealings, and mo& unexe cep- 
tionable charaéter. About the beginning of April laft he re- 
ceived a letter from Bath from a perfon who called himfel€ 
Dallow, ftating, that his uncle was going to advance hima fum 
of money, that he was going to fet up a gold{mith’s fhop in 
Milfom-ftreet, and requetting Mr. Blake to fend him a lift of 
the articles manufaétured by him, with the prices annexed. 
This lift was accordingly fent, but with an intimation that ready 
money would bel nd! ipenfably neceflary. Inthis fecond letter 





Mr. Dallow ordered as muc h pt ate as would amount to 800], and 
ordered fome f{poons to be made with the cypher R. fora parti- 
cular friend, who was to give him han ndfel on the day he opened 
fhop; ready money was faithfully promifed, Silver was ac- 
cordingly procured from the refiner, and all the men were kept 
hard at work. On the evening of the 21ft, a gentieman called 
who faid his name was Dailow ; Mr. Blake was from home, but 
his clerk defired him either to wait a little or to call again to-mor- 
row; he faid, he could not wait, as he was going into the city to 
jee a preat number of tradef{men, from whom he was getting 
goods. He called again next day about two, and being in- 
formed that two-thirds of the articles he had ordered were 
flamped, he faid, he would carry away as many of them that 
evening as could be finifhed. He likewile agreed to buy eighty- 
one old watches. He accordingly returned at half paft feven. 
As the goods were packing up, he ftepped into the counting-ol- 
fice, 
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fice, and faid to Mr. Blake “ I am afraid, Sir, I muft trouble 
you witha bill.” “* Oh, (exclaimed the plaintiff), I can take 
nothing but Bank of England paper.’’ Mr. Dallow fmiled, 
and replied, “ I never meant to give you any other. Here is 
a 1000], note. Let me have the difference.” ‘This note ap- 
peared dated fo far back as April, 1793, andthe plaintiff was 
ftartled. His clerk, however, obferved, that he had never heard 
of a forgery upon the bank to the amount of 1000}, and that he 
had no doubt all was fair and right. Dallow faid that, if it had 
not been for his uncle’s death, the note might have been much 
older ; for he was a great hoarder, and would have been glad to 
have carried it with him to the other world. ‘The plaintiff ac- 
cordingly took the note, and paid him the balance. Being 
overfeer of the poor for the parifh of St. Martin’s in the Fields, 
he was in the habit of receiving large fums from the parifhoners. 
Accordingly he gave him a draft upon Drummond and Co. of 
General Hulfe, treafurer to the Prince of Wales, and a bank 
note indorfed by the Duke of Marlborough. It might be afked, 
why he did not give a check upon his own banker for the reft ; 
but it was well known, that goldfmiths were formerly the only 
bankers in London, and they flill kept their own cafh. He ac- 
cordingly paid him in bank notes, the numbers of which were 
taken down by his clerk. Mr. Dallow immediately after car- 
ried off the articles in a hackney coach, and never was heard of 
more. Next morning the clerk carried the 1000]. note to the 
bank, but on prefenting it for payment, he was told that pay ment 
was flopped, and the note itfelf was feized. The hiftory of 
the note was this: in 1793, it had been paid toa man of the 
name of Noland, a foap-boiler, who next day abfconded. A 
commiffion being iffued out againit him, and he being brought 
before the commiffioners, he faid that he loft this, together with 
feveral other notes of which he had given no account, when the 
coach upfet at North Mimms. An advertifement was inferted 
in the London Gazette, ftating that payment of the whole was 
flopped; and this one being fet up to au&tion, was bought in by 
feveral gentlemen of very large fortune, who indemnified the 
bank, and who were amply fufficient to pay the plaintiff his 
2000], together with his colts. After ftating thefe particulars, 
Mr. Parke entered into a very long argument to fhew that the 
plaintuff was entitled to recover. No doubt could be enter- 
tained, that he paid a full confideration for it, and that the tranf- 
aftion on his part was fair and honourable. ‘Therefore, unlefs 
all the cafes decided for ages were to be overturned, and the pa- 
per-credit of the country was to be deftroyed, the verdiéi of the 
jury mutt pafs in his favour. 

The clerk being cailed, confirmed Mr. Parke in every thing 
he had fatd about the manner in which the order was given and 
executed, On his crofs-examination, he allowed that they never 
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had an order nearly to this amount before, nor in his time ever 
dealt with a country cuffomer. He was not at all ftartled at the 
idea of the uncle having died in fo fhort atime, and Dallow 
having come into poffeflion of his effeéts. When Dallow went 
away in the coach, he defired that the order might be finifhed 
faying that he would call again in a few days. It appeared 

Dallow indorfed the note, and then figned his name Dallow, but 

this circumftance excited no fufpicion. 

Several filverf{miths were afterwards called, who fwore that 
the articles were all charged at their full value. 

Proof was then given of General Hulfe’s draft being paid, 
and of other circumftances. 

There being fome infinuation that during a journey to the 
weft of England the plaintiff had formed an intimacy with this 
fwindler, the clerk of the parifh of St. Martin’s, and one of the 
churchwardens, were called, who ftated that they had been along 
with him to Bridgewater upon fome parifh bufinefs, and that he 
was never a quarter of an hour out of their fight. 

Mr. Erfkine made an able fpeech for the defendants. He al- 
lowed that, if the plaintiff had paid a full confideration for the 
note, without notice or fufpicion of its being illegally come by, 
he was entitled to a verdict; but under fuch circumftances, he 
contended, it was impoflible for any man to be deceived. He 
reprefented Mr. Blake as withing to get off his old watches, 
and to fell a large quantity of plate on his own terms. Befides 
commenting upon the evidence already given, he faid he fhould 
prove that the plaintiff+refufed to take any fteps to deteét the 
impoftor. He contended always that the bank was liable, and 
that it was not his bufinefs to make any inquiries. 

Mr. Kay, the folicitor to the bank, fwore, that when Mr. Blake 
came to him he advifed him to go to Bow-ftreet, and to adver- 
tife in the newfpapers ; but that he refufed. The apprentices 
bad faid that the coach was No. 1, and they told their mafter of 
this on the 22d, orthe 23d; but according to Mr. Kay, he dif. 
claimed all knowledge of this kind. However, the witnefs 
afterwards allowed that Mr. Blake offered to advertife and even 
to go to Bath, if the bank would pay his expences. 

Mr. Abraham Newland ftated, that he had been employed in 
the Bank of England 54 years. Notes for 1000], eight or nine 
years old are very unfrequently in circulation. Every note 
above atwelvemonth old before it is paid, paffes through the ag 
countant’s office. 

The payment of this note to Noland was then proved, toge. 
ther with the infertion of the advertifement in the London Ga- 
zette. Blake’s examination before the commiffioners of bank. 
Tupt was likewife read. He had not been allowed the benefit 
of counfel, but it taliied exaétly with the evidence of the wit- 
nefles, After a very animated reply from Mr. Parke, 
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Lord Ellenborough proceeded to charge the jury. He faid 
the only queftion was, whether the plaintiff had not taken the 
note under fuch circumflances of fufpicion as muft neceflarily 
have led a reafonable man to conclude that it had not been ho. 
neflly come by. Having laid down the law with great precifion, 
he proceeded to fum up the evidence. Almott al! his obfer. 
vations were ftrongly in favour of the defendants, and he feemed 
to be decided!y of opinion, that though the plainiiff had not 
any previous acquaintance with Dallow, and had taken the or- 
der honeftly enough, yet that he muft have been aware, from a 
great variety of circumflances, that Dallow was not the legal 
holder of the note, and that from his confcioufnefs of this he 
was afraid to make any enquiries. 

The jury, however, almoft without turning round, found a 
verdi&t for the plaintiff—Damages 1000]. 





A HINT @¢o the AFFLUENT. 


Le tendency of riches to eftrange the mind from ferious 
and devout reflection has been remarked by obfervers of 
mankind in all ages. It was the reafon of a good man’s prayer, 
that he might not have, what moft people think they never can 
poffefs in too great abundance; and experience Ail, with a few 
exceptions, prefents us with umtform memorials of the depra- 
vity arifing from them ;—fufficient ground of fear to thofe who 
are in profperity, and of contentment to thofe who are placed at 
a diflance from it. Inftead of any ufeful employment of their 
time, what is the life of many but a courfe of excefs; an exhi- 
bition of pride under the name of hofpitality ; a round of fri- 
volous amufements, and mi nth without meaning, made to ren 
under the name of joy and gladnefs. Endeavour to derive from 
your profperity fomething that will add more to your dignity 
and advantage; fuch an enlargement of the mind as will render 
you lefs dependent on the world for your pleafure in it; fuch 
as will render time too valuable to be thrown away, and make fo- 
oe le a pleafing retreat, where you may commune with your 
own heart, and fee “ the fafhion of this world pafling away’ 

without any injury to that “ peace which paffeth all under- 


flanding.”’ 





4 REFLECTION. 
A Ps Prevailing habit of diflipation, too great an attachment to the 


slashes of fenfe, too frequent approaches to {cenes of 
bab and frivolity, corrupt the tafte tor virtuous enjoy ment, 
for the pleafures of reafon, faith, and religious hope. They 
contrat the mind. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


Wwe the king of Pruflia was on his late journey, an of- 
ficer fell at his feet, to requeft he would permit him to 
marry, and declared, at the fame time, that the woman he loved 
did not poffefs the fortune prefcribed by the law. The king re- 
plied, that he could not grant a permiflion contrary tolaw. The 
officer perfevered, and declared, that the perfon he loved was 
pregnant, and that, as a man of honour, he could not abandon her. 
To which the king anfwered, * Wait until I have made fome 
enquiries ;”’ and, a few days after, the king fent him as a prefent 
the fum neceflary, according to law, to authorize his marriage, 
withing him, at the fame time, happinefs in his new ftate. 





REFLECTIONS on NATURE. 


HE ftudy of nature has been univerfally efteemed, and is 
certainly a delightful theme; a theme which unfetters the 
foul from low purfuits and grovelling ations, and raifes it to 
the contemplation of Him who fpake it into being, and at 
whofe nod it will again fink into chaos. Whocan view the ani- 
mating, the all-cheering fun, and not beholda God? Who can 
fee the planets revolve in beauteous order and harmony, and not 
obferve the finger of the Deity? Who can behold the wonder- 
ful ftru&ture of the human frame, and believe it the effe&ts of 
chance? Who can obferve the tafte and delicacy difplayed in 
the varied cloathing of the brute creation, the beautiful plumage 
of the feathered tribes, and the unrivalled hues which adorn 
fome of the moft minute infeéts, without feeling his mind infen- 
fibly drawn forth in admiration of the Great Author! 





On VIOLENT PASSIONS. 


IOLENT paffions always difcompofe the mind, and impair 

reafon to a certain degree; and have been known to rife 
even to phrenfy, and hurry men on to perpetrations that have 
fhortened their days,and made life imferable, and death quite 
infamous. Many of them are attended with feverifh fy mptoms; 
fome give a molt unaccountable addition of bodily ftrength, 
which, however, foon ends in languor; and fome more boitte. 
rous have brought on fainting, apoplexy, and inftant death. 
N thing more needs be faid to thew the dreadful effeéts of vio- 
lent paffion, the indifpenfable duty of carefully guarding againk 
it, and the inexcufable temerity of fpeaking and ating under its 
influence. 


VoL. 49. $ Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Juvenis, of Dorchefer, to G. England’s Enigma, inferted June 2B 


ESTERDAY once was, twill ne’er again appear 
Whilft circling time rolls round in her diurnal {phere. 





4A CHARADE, by john Tremiett, of Newton Abbot. 


(>> fean the wood, my fir ft you'll find ; 
My next the fcriptures bring to mind. 
Now range my whole in order true, 

A common trade you’ll have in view. 





A CHARADE, by W. Strong, of Exeter. 
ITHIN Exzckiel’s book, alas! my firft, 


For numerous crimes, by God’s completely curft; 
My fecond, Sirs, I often take to fwim, 
Oftener to work, and fometime trees to climb: 
My fimple much conceals a well-known name, 
That bears with patience every perfon’s blame. 


———_— — -— mn 





A REBUS, by J. Squance, of Exeter. 


OW peace and plenty crowns our ifle, 
May wealth and commerce on us {mile! 
And may my firft, defiru@ive found! 
Unto our ears no more rebound ! 
A jeweller next pray bring to view; 
And lafi what picales the gay crew: 
Combine the parts aright, ’tis clear, 
My whole is found in Lancafhire. 





A REBUS, by H. H. Tullidge, of Dorchefler. 
Cy may my firft his bleffings {pread 


Around Britannia’s ifle ! 
And may my fecond’s humble fhed 
Meet the reward of toil! 


And if thro’ life’s uncertain way 
My third your efforts foil; 
Thentry my fir, without delay, 
Your forrow, to beguile. 
My fifth gives birth to deeds of fame, 
Mott g!orious to our race; 
My next brings horror in its train, 
A nation’s dire dilgrace. 


Heavenin mercy to mankind 
My feventh wifely fent; 

My next you'll fhortly bring to mind 
If ’board a thip you’re bent. 

My ninth itis a prophet’s name, 
bs fcripture to be found; __ 

To praife my laft the tramp of fame 
Continues yet to found. 

The initials join’d will plain unfold 


A fage who liv'd in days of old, 
, _ POETRY, 
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THOUGHTS in a SCHOOL. 


EHOLD the magifterial nod, 
Whofe pow’rs fo foon can call fort filence: fee 

You not behing that dread and awful frown 
Some foft figns of paternal favour? Thus 
High Heav’n, when low’ring clouds obfcure the fky, 
And {pread the raging ftorm, oft from behind 
Beams forth a ray of light to cheer the {cene. 
Note but yon fammon’d culprit—fee him flow 
And fnail-like creep, and with a downcaft look 
Draw nigh the all-dreaded throne of majefty. 
How every mufcle trembles at the glance! 
But, foft, the cunning idler to his place 
Returns untouch’d, and, for atonement’s fake, 
Vows he will never, never difobey. 

fine promife of amendment! Oft I’ve 
With pleafure view’d the ewanefcent fhades 
Of fear, that firay ’d o’er youth’s fair countenance, 
Difperfe and vamith at the voice of praife; 
Oft, too, with equal ftudy have I mark’d 
The wondrous influence of a paffive {mile, 
Awak’ning indolence, redoubling care. 
This always fure—when peace fubfides, and warm 
Scholaftic feuds arife, fooneft he’ll claim 
Attention who appears the leaft difpleas’d. 


How happy, then, who can in one unite 
The art of pleafing and of being fear’d, 
Can claim refpett the while he wins efteem, 
And take from fpleen all pow’r of difcontent! 
Look round on bim, his pupils, and his own— 
All aceone chain, one ever-blooming tree, 
Whofe tendercft leaf, with kind folicitude, 
Shelters the trunk which gave it flrength to {pread. 


Thus will be daily bis good name renew, 
Who is a mafter and a father too. 





LINES on the DEATH of a YOUNG LADY. 


(; O, haplefs fufferer, doom’d on earth to know 
XJ A long fucceffion of unvaried woe 

Now reft in peace, and from the realms of day, 
The florms and tempefts of this world furvey. 
Tho’ human praife can never touch thee more, 
Nor human cenfure, on that heavenly fhore, 

Now reach thine ear, fhall no memorial fave, 
Thy Chriftian virtues from the clofing grave ; 

No friendly hand, with due remembrance turn, 
To drop one floweron thy untimely urn? 

Yes, ler my feeble mufe record thy worth, 

In firainsas tranfient as thy life on earth. 

Teli the warm love, that in thy bofom grew, 

E’en when the world, and all its hopes, withdrew; 
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I feel thy feverith hand fill prefs’d on mine, 

I fee thy gliftening eyes expreffive figh— 

Catch the low voice that wifhes, but in vain, 

To tell how gratitude can conquer pain, 

That time I oft remember—(’twas the laft, 

That e’er upon your face thefe eyes I caft)— 
While yetthe merry bells, with mingling found, 
Jocund prociaim’d returning peace around, 

I breath’d'a with, that thou too hadft the pow’r 

To fhare with miilions in that feftive hour; 

Then didf thou feel thy lingering pains beguil’d, 
And rais’d once more your langurd head, and finil’d, 
Heard the loud fhouts of blifs without alloy, 

And, join’d, exulting, in the general joy; 

Your nobie thoughts, in fond affe@ion kind, 

You turn’d upon the world you left behind; 

With heartfelt pleafure faw war’s ravage ceafe, 
And blefs’d your God that you had liv’d till peace ; 
Thar life’s faint lamp prolong’d its glimmering ray, 
Till the bright dawn of that aufpicious day, 
When gladnefs {parkles from ten thoufand eyes, 
And calm’d the mother’s fears, and ftopp’d the widow’s cries. 


VERITAS. 





EupPurasia, at the Tomé of her Father. 


HR: fleeps the brave! Lo! in this narrow tomb 
Diffolves a heart, which Heav’n approving, claim’d : 
Tho’ here no banner wave, no laurels bloom, 

Honour’s high worth, and virtue’s ardour flam’d, 


Here, O my foul! yet hover for a while, 

With thy warm tears this ballow’d {pot bedew; 
With filial care the tyraat death beguile, 

And bid thy parent ftill return to view. 


His form imprefs’d the index of his mind; 
Beauteous, commanding, bonour’d, and admir’d; 
With all the melting charities refin’d, 
Yet firm as eral, by loyalty in{pir’d. 


Dear facred fhade! Ah! teach my breaft to know 
The calm, enduring fortitude of thine ; 

Still, thro’ the dreary vale of care and woe, 
Be thy bright fhield, the fhield of virtue mine. 


Here fhall the orphan mourn their pitying friend, 
The widow’d fuff’rer find relief no more ; 
Here drooping age and pining want attend, 
To fpeak thy value, and their lofs deplore. 


The veteran too, from war’s fierce toils repair’d, 
May paufe, at worth’s command, and heave a figh; 

Here lies, who dauntlefs fac’d, yet nobly {par’d— 
Nor knew, but from difhonour’s path, to fly. 


When the thrill trumpet rends the echoing fkies, 
And juflice rears the high impartial f{cale, 
Then fhal! this precious duff triumphant rife, 
And with eternal vi€tory prevail. 
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